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VAR DIARY = 22RD LAY, 1940.

At 1334/23 iay, Captain (D) 19 in "Eeith" sailed from
Dover for Boulog:'\e at high snced to comply with Flag Officer
Comaandling Dover's signal 1316/23. H.il.8. "Vhitshed" proceded

"Keith" into harbour and was alongside Nuai Chancy, Boulo
on "Keith's" arrival at 1500. - ’ e i

20 At this time five Fronch destroyers werc observed
vombarding the chore in the region of Cape D'Alprech 1lighthouse
fron seaward. Intcrmitient rifle and nachine gun {iring was
hearé in the town. About 250 soldicers werc gathered in a body
on thc quay and a further considerable number of Velsh Guards
in a small wood on the Zorth guay. ©nall bodics of troops coumld
be scon defending points in the towm.

Be At 1600, Brigedier Fox-iitt, commanding military forces,
cane eboard for conference with Cgotaln ()g 19 and “/hitshed".
1% was explained that the troops (ploncers) on ‘ual Chancy were
demoralised and of mo fighting value. A nilltary situgtion report
was made by the Commcnding Officer Troops as Buttercup's 1530/23
%0 War Office. 1In view of Adniralty's 1422 from War Office it

was ceclided to cmbark no conbatant troops in "vhitshed".

4. At 1516 "vhitshed" was ordered to arocced outside the
har';our, to take charge there ond rcnain in V/S touch, with
wounded only on board. It was noticed that the French destroyers
had shifted target to the ridge on the North side of the quay.

S. At this time Commander !E\.GJ.. Welnman in charge of
demolition parties comc aboard and rcported that demolitions
werc alrcady partially completed. A signal from Admiralty was
received later giving instructions to carry out demolitions .
forthvith end this was passed to Comnandor velnan. g

|

6. At 1626, a German army reconnalissance plane was seen
ovorhead but our fighters 3ia not sca 1t. ; %:

b 665 Admiralty's signal 7.0.0. 1630 was reccived --.-
omgmxig ggbgrka%ion of troops of non-military value but the
Brigadier advised against this as 1t nisht undermine the moral .
of the fighting troops.

. 700, a Belgian offlcer came aboard and rep'ortoc‘;f
C&’pgain s?}%.imox;as (s8.7.0. Poulogne) was lying dead ﬂg. ;
Licutonant C.Z"..G'- 'ﬂ.ilkinsonl 'Zoyal Navy. ana a party of ,..,: %
ratinge recovered his body- L
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9. At this tir '
conslderably. Attiggo?hg ;gtuation appearcd to have eased

and rcported that it yal ¥arine signal post was sighted
lamp and vas in contact with outpoets. An aldis
nd morse flag werc landed for use of Brigade Headquarters.
10. At 1745 ’ "v1 "
cshortly afte ny" wae ordcreod to come into liarbour and
At thiz tiner"?(g: tgsoured alongeide "Kelth" ond eabarked wounded.

cases werc passod 1ntgad "ngng"l? 50 wounded on boawnd: less ecrious

11, At 1749, a signal was recciv

cd from Mlag Officer
mgggybovor T.0.0. 1723 ordering evacunation of oll troops:
Accgldi < 0x Pitt had returned to hils headquaricrs.
of the ngLy efforts werc made to comioncc an orderly embarkation
e au_googs on the jetty. This operatlon was serdously
g %yhe ¥y tho fact that the men paid no aettention to the orders
) eir officers and an attempt was nade “o rush the gangway:
1t wac noticed that some officers and men werc undcr %the
influcnce of &rink and thot the najority were dcnoralised.
Some 60 men were however cmbariied, some of them durlng the
action described below.

i2. At 1820 a large number of twin-cngined bombers werc
seen approaching from the Norih but these were at once cngaged
by ebout twelve Dritich fighters who broke up this attack and
prevented all but a few nachings fron reaching Welr target.
At the pane time 24 Junkers S7‘dlve bombers were seon foraing
for ab atitack from the sun which they dellverecd on "Xeith”,
oyiny" and the oquay unopposed in ony way excopt by "Keith's
gunfire. A furiher atiack was delivered on French aend British
destroyers at sea by another large formation. Come machlaes
later attacked "Keith". One Dbombd £0l1l on the jetty within three
yards of the ship and wounded coldiers wio werc enbarking.
One Geryman gireraft was ohol acwn by "Xeith”, prodbably dY X!
gun.

13. As the first attack was being dclivered a nortar opcned
firc on "Keith! from over the ghoulder of & hill at a range of
about 1200 yards and auring the ensuing action scored a direct
hit on the port side of the forecastle deck, spliniers from
which Xkilled one rating ander cover and seriously wounded

anpthcr.

e t 2ack g le firc from the
14. At the same time nachine sun and rif from the
. end houses opnthe Noxih quay was opened oa "Reith 's©
22.151"8%;'22 pridges at shor't rango. 09ptai§ (.JZ‘ 49, who-had
gone to the compacs platform wiih the First Licuvcnant to order
barrage fire, was killed by pullete early 1n the action anti the
latter wounded in the leg. Lewis guns on the eo‘z}rchligl}’ti B
platform aged the snipers when they could be scon. Ihis wa

VORy diff%,: 1:: (uns were engaging aireraft or were macked DY

" " g P
VMEW ? it was reported $0 "Keith" by First 74cutenant O

“yiny" that their Captain was dead. "yiny" was ordercd to e1iP

t of harbour.
i procczc;ogt;ne gun firc on "Kei th" rcndored the compass plat=-

form untenable =nd penctrated deeply into the wheelhouse wound~
ing officers an. men taking cover from bombs. 2
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15' MQI‘ tl‘en c
and at 1843 this wag conditions it was decided to leave harbour
the ship from the chm’.:n;og:e?”tine the forward wiree and conning

16. 33 :

housece tha{ :ggaganetgm&‘nc had ceased an 212 -ums snoaged the
bank. It is believed occupied by encny forces on the North
trench mortar put out :l;a t one nachine nest was wiped out end the
vith "Vhitshed® and myigwn_ - on: This bombardment in conjunction
and assisted subse my" appears to have had considcrable effect
later gallantly tomok "fhmg%ogg cnabling Comncnder Conder, who
withdrawal withont scrious loss. ongside, to carry out further

17. The ship made a stegboazvl airess

rect to the eleven fathom
ligetgg ge:'b degaussing cablc had beon severed in several places
an -4 arbour was known to have deen mined. She returned to
Dover by the South Colbart route at high speed, easing to slow
g‘pccd in the Folg‘eatone Cate to bury Captain ’.J.... Simson, Royal
Jiavy, Captalin S..i. Thompson, Royal liavy, Able 3canan Charles Busby
and five soldiers. The ship secured on "Viny"” at lic.1 bherth,
Admiralty “ler, Dover at 2110.

18. In aeddition to the soldiers and wounded noted above
"¥eith"™ had aboard ten civilians, mostly women and chlld‘ren in
posscssion of DBritish papers anl two offizers and ninetcen men

of thc demolition parsty who werc having tea on board prior to the
bombing.

19. Damage sustained included the following items:-

o, Both masthead VF lanterms snached.

85 Porecastle dcck split and den%ed in ons place (between
60 and 61 Stations Port).

(43 Lany circuiis broken by splinters.

!5) Dridge supersiructurc, funnels, waste s$ean pipes;
sani tank ond port ¥/T insulating trunk holed in

places by explosive bullets and splinters.
6) Dore stay badly strandcd.
7) &ounding boon gnashed by bomd.

%1) Degaussing cable scvercd.

8} Log rcgloter smashed.

9 ".n:g;lne%tom autophone snashede. _

10 Cuard rails on starboard side of forccastile bent.
511 S+avboord flag lockers riddled: flags useless.

12} 1Ilaad rails of ladder ScVer..
g Poreceastle fairlgade :nashcd.
i hawsers badly cub-
15! Bolt:; nechanical scmaphorcs Aaaaged.
16) Both 10 inch signalling projectors nced repair.
a holed-
5 Deate' £411s cut and boats

#
L4 cutonant G.J-A. Luaslon, 2oyal Javy, “ie Bavigatisy

Bk ye urage lness ond ekill in -~
Officer, shewed con- .dc’ Ab1e OO e most at low E
pilotins the vesscl ocut of the harbour stern foremos -

water ----*
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water under most trying condit

fire 1000'{g$2 from the BhO!'ej:one
14 nipnan H.3. Poustie, i@, o

wvith 'Y’ gun'’s erew ana showed canéigé".’ 8 cootnens am 1isies

in letiing go az}d havling in the o, ;i‘lbl? coolnese and initiative

wae conspicigia‘?‘g? higri:iﬁ\tg crodorick Laigter, C/J.69665,
avive ur

during the withdrawal under firc. B e COYOLLON ko duty,

He aesswied duty on the
revolution %clegraph in the early nart of the witgdrmlo

Able Seanan 7alter Boweri 1y C/J.20837, und Able Seaman
Ronald Chalk, C/5SX.28140. botn Longs S/ 1

acted in a cool and efficient
nanner as port telcgraphman ana

: quartcrmaster respectively whilst
the ship was withdrewing with bullets continually bursting in the
wheelhouse.

Able Seaman William larshall, C/35X.28196, was
conspicuous for the way in which he continued to tend casualties
in the whecelhouse and on the flag deck/under the same oondi{.iom.

Able Seaman Thomas Cascldy, C/5SX.22123, was conspicuous
, for hie leadorshlp and cnergy in keéping hies gun’in action.

; Able Seaman Robert llacauley, C/J.24491, was conspicuous
for hie initlative in cholce of target and his power of leadership
in fighting his gun.

28 "%le Scaman “homas 7. Asprey, C/J.114945, acted with
courage and great devotion to duty whilst under fire in clearing
the pom pome of jams ond fighting hils pun whilst other members of

re benumbed.
" glg Seaman David Fossey, c/a:<.148554.1 acted with
considerable resource and energy in assisting the doetor

p th the casualtics.
thmushougrd'imry Seanaon Willian loore, C/JX.171200, took charge
of his gun in his layer's absence end shot down one enemy olreraft.

The W/T Department under Chief Petty Officer Telegraphist
Yuille carried out their dutles efficicntly in spite of the

: sions. y
dieturbanc'ne‘ °§e§§31vgu§x§i~'° personnel generally was excellent and

1 oun measure due to the influence of their late cqg:ain
::: Qofa%mat pereonel interest in their servtgeodam priva
lives: no cases Oof nerves or shell shock were noticed.

being st11l undeyr machine gun

LI UTSNANT COMIANIER, R.Ii.R.




