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I have the honour to report that,in accordance with orders
receive({ tron Comnander in Chiet NORE, I left Sheerness at 1700,
Tyesday,21st May and arrived at Dover at 1945,

o, At 1100,22nd May,I left Dover and carried out Patrol 0.C.1,
5, At 2300/22 I recelved orders to proceed to Calais and assist
in repellinc enemy tanks which were in the towm.

4, Arriving at 0001/23 I berthe¢ alonsside Venetis who was
secuped to the CITY OF CHRISTCHURCH. I learned that the signal
reporting enem$ tenks had been made @t the instigation of a priest
who told him that the enemy were in the town,that he must no§
unledd his carco of tanks but must clear the harbour as soom as
possible. He had actually let co his wires when the Sea
Tran=nort Ofticer,Major Attwood BeM. saw him,stopred him and made
bim staet unloading,but the sicnal had gone addressed to Acmiralty
tron the Comnancing $g¢£éél Ot ticet,Calais.,

S Lt Major Attwood's request I left the Harbour with VENETIA

and patrolled close inshore with the intention of shelling enemy
tanks approaching Calais from Boulogne.

6. By 0600/23 nothinc was seen so I left ¥enetia on patrol

and reentered Calais,berthing on the City ot Christchurch.
7. I then went ashore with Major Attwood and called on the )
11 tary C.0.,Colonel Holland,at his headquarters in the town . He
Informec me that he dic not require any assistance except the
bombardment of any columns approaching Celais.

8. I then returne¢ on board and reported the situation to the

Tice Lamiral Dover statine that the City of Christchurch would be
Cleareq by noon and that it was completely feasible to land more

troops ang vehieles.



g, I remained in harbour until noon,23rc¢
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to see how the
cituation developed and then proceeded to sea to nake room for

tresh transports. During the forenoon enemy bombers appeardes

put were criven off by our fichters before droppine any bombs,
10. Renewine the patrol with Venetia,at 1340 I saw a column of

yehicles come over the hill from Boulogne and make 1¥s way towards
sancatte and Calais. I ordere¢ both ships to open fire and quige

soon the column was stopned and most of the vehicles set on fire.
11, At 1610/23 Venetia left me anc at 1630 I found 2 boatload

of Enclish soldiers drifting about who had escape: from Boulogne
atter being driven out of their positions. Hearins that there were
nore of them on ghe beach I sent 2 boat in under SublLieutentant
Collar who could however find only ®wo French soldiers whom he
brought off. Considerf;g that the soldiers reported that machine
eun fire was to be evpected from the cliff SubLieutenant Collar
carriec out this operation very well indeed.

12, The patrol was resumed at 1800/23 and continued wntil I

recelved orders to enter Boulogne and assist in the evacuation.

13, Betore entering the barbour at ##30 2220 I put my armement into

local control and gave orders to open fire on the Noeth side of the

town at any tarcets that could be found. My chief concern was the
Davication as I had not been to Boulogne before and it was quite
dark,

14, T evpectec to find Wild Swan stillfd 1in and in looking for

her I went too far into the harbour and alongside the South Side.

Seelng that Wild Swan was not there and that there was no sisn of
4Ctivity, T went a~tern and round 2 bend in the jetty and alongside

the correct place where I found the soldiers.

15, The ship was under fire the whole time but owine to the very

loy tide and also to fires between me and the enemy the ship was not
hit,
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/ 16, Tne tire from the ship was most effective and silenced several
eneny positions.

17. Meanwhile the soldkers including about 30 wounded were

enbarked and when everywhere between decke was full and there was

n0 standing room left on the upver deck I considered the ship to be

ccarcely stable and cast off.

18, It was dlfficult to control thr embarkation as my ships company

were fully occupled at their action stations and 20 civilians

managed to get on board.

19, It was not easy to get out astern as there was not much water

and the heavily loaded ship was very slugeishe

2, I cleared the $4£bddt/ outer narvour at 2520/25,eract1y 50

minutes after entering it.

21, After consulting tbe Bricacier end Commander WELMAN who were

amone the party I informec Vice/cmiral Dover that two more

destroyers were needed to complete the evacuation but that it must

be done before caylicht. I considered it was an easy operation in

the cireumstances which were prevailing at the time.

22, After clearing the harbour I cracually increased to 20 xnots

but in altering course 1%° using 10° of wheel I realised that the
After that I reduced speed to slow

of wheel.

alongside Acmiralty Pler

shin was scarcely stable.
for 211 alterations of course anc used 5°
23, Arriving at Dover at 0050/24 I went

and disembarked my party.

24, After careful consideration I find it impo
each indgiidual carried out his Jiii

csible to mention

any officer or man by name as

2llottea tack calmly and etticently,in somewhat unfamiliar

clreumstances.

ig' At 03%0/24 T secured alongside the oller. barked an ¢w1tQ§P
S W) demolition party was embarxes €.z
t 0600/24 a military %o Havre,landed them and Te |

¥°1sey in company,I took them
o Doyer ny 2300/24.
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