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? 1 have the honour to submit the following report of
ipgs for the -peration "YD® Ope and for "Wild Swan's" share

the evacuation of Boulogme on 23rd May 1940.

, (2) Initial crders for "XD" Ome were received 2t 0130/23 and

operational signal at 0300. Demolition stores arrived ¢1 0800 and
rsopnel, Naval and Militery between 0900 and 1000., At 1026 I

reported ready t. proceed. Concernin: demolition stores, insufficient
imers were sent; I made gocd what I cculd ané borrowed as mamy S she

could spare from “lolsey® at Dumkirk later. _ 1

(3) I ha¢ asked to see the Lialsen Officer cetailed in orcer to
explain to him that I con idered it adviszble to return ané to enquire n{

out air escort on bhe way OVEr.
My experienmce of the previous day in

Dunkirk convinced me that my ship would be commandeered to evacuate
parties, which I d@id not wamt 1o ¢c without informing you.

(4) The passage to Dumkirk was uneventful with the exception of
15 German bombers just to port when off Gravelines

the sightins of about
These were reported and did nog attack. ~ Visibility belng pecr they may

U have seen us.
]

(5) T arrivec alomgside Monitor Quay at 1305 and disembarked
stores.  In adéition I let Commander Banks have six deptb charges in

order to deal with lock gates.

|

. (6) H.)M.S. "Wolsey" and two Hospital ships arrived at 140C,
iolsey" comins alongside me. Just after she arrived, an enemy aircraft
ggfpgi:hted 1ow over the harbour mouth and Was briefly engaced by both .

% (7) Shortly after arrivinpg the S.T.O. arrived with instructions

Ehat I should take some 75 R.A.F. amd miscellanecus Army persomel to

Igland. These I embarked and slivped at 1445 when the R.A.F. party
f the Army Cfficers but

hal arprivec. T did not like taking some Q
e authority for embarking and I had to

€y all appeared t- have SCNI E
4 £ 162 including 8 civilians were embarked. §

leave {t tc S.T.0. A total ©
A (8) T arrivec at Dover at 1700, reduced visibility and heavy
1n 21cong the Fremeh coast slowinc me down, and went alongside "Verity*

at the Admiralty Pier to disembark passengers.
(2) The quantity Of....ccceuencss as




(2)

(9)_The quantity of equipment and luggage caused this to be

| thon usual and at 1820 I sajled in accord ;
nggi‘n Capt: 1D "D* (19) at Boulogne. ! rdance with your orders

(10) T arrived off Boulogme at 1920. En route I had

ptercepted the signals concerning .he heavy air attack, and the fact
jat Cartain "D" persomally was cut of action. "Keith® was sichtec
sturning. I vas not certain who was in charge as "Whitshed®s® 1850
70, ted_her captain wounded. However, as I came up, "Whitshed® and
yimicra" closec the entrance of the harbour and went inp. By a peculiar
rage effect I actually thought at that moment that "Whitshed® was
Birking and was beaching herself. "Venomous® and "Veretiz" closed me and
¢ what was hazpening. I told them to keep to seaward until & could
pd out. . I closed the entrance amd "Vimy" who was just off it. "Vimy®
i1d me that ber Captain was seriously wounded, that she had some s.ldiers

poard, and alsc some casualkties. I ordere¢ her to return to Dover

eed and report the situation to you. At this time I wes still

ession that I was the S.0. and I could not get "/ hitshec "
~ However, at zbout 2000 /T signals from "Whitshed® were
pg)_alhich I gathered she was in charge and that 2n evacuation

- (11) shortly after 2000 ""hitshed® and "Vimiera® werec seen
out without apparemt oppositicn. I asked her if any more

required tc which she replied tellins me to go in taking
I told "Venomous" t. follow me inm amd "Vepetia®, to

ot certain whether there was rocm for her at low water.

2) I could see no sigms of German troous or guns on the
' OWR trocps could be seen on the North Westera stur of the
h some stretcher cases on the low tide stage on the quays'

deciced to go alongside there, rort side to;
d a fev nimteg later and perthed on the W eastern

».. Oins to the very low water and lack of bollards I had great
- CUlty 17 keepinlsvth'e bows alongside. I could not get hold of

ingea t, my bows going acround when I tried tc get my full ship's

: 13) I then sa that “"Venetia" had follcwed "Venomous" in .
She was g.bout 300 yards astern of me, I saw her hit on the bridge and
ho.CUiieht platform. At first I thousht it was amther air raid, but
¥ro, S tracer shell coming from the direction of Fort de la Creche and
\ uthe ridge below it and realised we were under field gun fire.
Mo.rcetor was blamked by o crame and little could be seen from the
S0 I orderec "X* and "Y' guns to czen fire on the ridge in

I‘terS. Firing". My T.C.0, Sub Lieutenant H.G.Vere, I semt aft to
)

14) "Venomous" had v ened fire immediately with all guls
2 11’18, and a(\ltzzougg pumbers of shell of field gun size continued to
ipootoUnd "Venetia® apd down my starbcard side B do not think apy more
sor.01tS were obtained. As "Venomous® had a clear view and my

op t" one was somewbat obscured, I should prefer her report to be taken
e effect of guifire and the oppositiom.

(15) "Venetia® had COME.....essecss



(3)

(156) "Venetia® had come to a standstill w
ore agalnst the jettles on my starboard quarte}'. H? lg)ggg
gt with crews were firing; a stirring sight in view of the state

‘ ship, ~To my intense relief she gatherec
out and down the chanpel, gemnggglear. stermay and

(16) I was having difficulty holding the bows alopgside |
0 a5 My director was useless 1o me and communication with the ggiter’ 1
mps out of action, I sent Lieutenant Lee, my First Lieutenant down

s the fo'csle to see if he could secure her in enough forward to

et the wounded on board. On working engines to co this a spring

Ipdrted and the ship surged zhead and grounded againm. A timely shell >
st under the starboard bow lifted us off, and we managed to get

s [ vanted her, close 1d forward, with the stern out to allow "X*

i "Y" gups to fire. Engines had to be worked the whole time as

e recoll of "X" amd "Y" semt the ship bodily out.

£ 2y X,

iis was going on the noise was terrific
K 4.7" gups were going full blast in
re. ‘shell hit the edge of the
— A wﬂ \.‘.C \

- e O
! out from "Vencmous* that she }as all
reolt o to(l‘}%u?a‘{%”éaﬁﬁﬂnﬁp “Venetia®, who scemed to be steering
bne » @ d2Dgerous course over the banks,and probably had 1o charts.
I eyeod Vith her at 2200 and led her back to Dover, arriving at 2256.
B SIVE11y gecured olonceide "Wlitshed® at No. 1. berth Admiralty Pier.
bhe g'l'-gted urloacing. Four hundred and three soldiers were counmted off

¥

(20) Regarding the effects Of OUF OVD GULLIre ¢ .........cs-es




(4)

(20) pegardin: the effects of our own guntire, I should prefer, as

noyious

gun's crews ant my observation.

"X" and "Y" guns opened on the hou
ther side of the harbour. The gunlayers stated that they saw e
ipe gun fire and tracers coming from several houses ur the hill.
id not last for longt Y" gun saw a"tank" coming down on the quay

The second shot was a direct hit anc the tank vanished.

ort Fom—Pom had an effective burst at spipers on the fromt before
o cease fire due to proximity of the quzy. On the way out the
d Pom-Pom saw some men with machine suns hiding in the trellis
e southern inner rierhead. The Pom-Pom got in a burst before
e effective.
“X" anc "Y" guns fired mostly at suspected gun
up gguthe fort, when nct takin: shots ¢t suspected machine guis
in ses. *
. I sincerely hove that there were no civilians left
strict for the destructicn wrought was extensive, and we left
flames. To this I think we can attribute cur escarve.
! I did not notice any shells or rifle calibre fire on
but my attention was fully occupied with the ship.
. It may be interesting to mote what a two-edged weapon
munition is. Both field and machine guns were given away by
when they might not have been spotted without.

ankly I never expected that any of the three ships would

t out, and T attribute the main reason why we did to the magnificent
nery ef of “"Venomous". ,

- ~ Having seen the somewhat shattering effect
L our fire on cur own troops on tihe quay, I can unierstand what it must
bave been 1ike at the business end of our guns. All ashore thought we
€re being bombed. However, once .n board and realising that the noise
Yas being made by us, various soldiers helped our amnunition supply party
I°r"ard. for which we were very grateful. .

(22) "wWile Swap" had only one serious casuzlty Ord Sea P.S.Middletan
Wi ESDY 1874 who‘g?s sicht se¥ter at "X" gun. A piece of shell which
st to starboard entered the sun shield from the rear.

(23) A s tural camage was concerned, bursting shell made
@ seriegs gt go{gg in %ggugtarboarﬁ side with nc interpal damage. Thg
Bovting of the gupmery voice pipe to "K' amd "f® guns was a severe
aoMicape.  There was a lot of miscellanecus demage done to circults
t?“ fittings but none beyond ship's staff capacity. The exbaustion of
“® Personnel was the most serious af termath.

(24) Thes brief 2ction WaS..eeessssecsss

1y stated, thatl the report of "Venomous" should be takeh as he J
and I could not. However, the followin has been gathered t;:: 1




e K,

(°4) This brief action was as divorced from the text boo
apythiDs could pe. 0ft iters had to be given jobs bon the spurkgt
S nonert s Theé cll acted megnificently and in the true tre¢itions
gf;em Services elow 1g & suiery of their work.
: pienteneit M.Jd. Lee R7N., Riret Lievtenaat ai¢ G.C.0. As'

2 Cilfctor‘v::-g‘1}367933 :u} V/P cowumpicetion to zft hicd gcie, I
Vit bim on o ihe Folccle ©o seire thc chin ard embark tle scléders.

op 1€cViTE 1€ manoged ¢ clear the crewe frem "A" gup getting 1t 1utc
acticd with tihe ninimm celay, finishing up #s « lozCing pumber to Keep
it £0T1E. rgi betveen rad done finely going rouvud the shiv getting

1 e S(;hi v

VIS Sc b “Lieutenant Vere R.H. T.C.0. Uas sent aft to tike charge
) the after £roup. Did¢ first class work getting the guns crews going
V' to various tergets, mointoining & very creditztle rate of fire over

. _'v"_ ,\gx m’ - -~
- oub. Lieutenant Satow R.N. N. Had to be used for «ny
] 1o joliting out tercets to tie director on the .
R ;

lass wor < 11 the tricky nevigetion of the

arge of "X" gun. Did
1o meehine gun vosts aid

% ' ~”.\ »

C.P.0.

L gy Ril J

metener.;. “ e s..-' ..



(6)

(26) C.P.0 Fletcler T.C. 0/N Jssesy.

For a long veriod had to
B with o ¢ ?ui:":us string of w =4 He
: -' p " &

neel «n¢ tel €grapikic orders.
- @ e of noige. A very worth
the trie tracition af Dectroyver T/Q's. ; ; o
C.E.R.A. Pullen 0/x For general good service.—
For coclness, steadiness and Ainitiative uncer fire.
B e C.W.G. Burton A./ Yeo. Sig. 0/N B/3X 134134 —
N H MocRoe 0.Sez O/N X 21693 A~
- Petcliest A.B. Levis Guuner O/N JX 125243

J.E. Weston A.B. Guulayer O/R JX 156937 —
A. YcLeod A./ L.Sea MNo.2. 0/E Jx 134063
A.J. MocDon:ld A.B. Trziver O/N J 98930~

y* G J. Ncble A.B. Traiver O/N J 18567
MacDoni16 A.B. Loaéing Number O/H

J.
jpeP 0 A, Morgay A.B, Layer Port O/N J 24882
- g.ACﬁl‘:eéan L.Sea. yLayer Starboard ;oa%w.‘.‘
-D/JX 169337
Suprly Ps W. Morgan P.O. Steward O/§ L 14755 .
P g’.J .R. Wells Ldg. Steward O/N LX 20191 =

£. Staff R.C.E. Clemert Idg. Tel. O/N J 80581 —
R.F. Apstey Tel. O/N P/JX 140666. o

toke vincer @700l 1lin: concitio
-
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