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Sir,

’l}\ ‘ \‘ ) ‘o

. T have the homour to submit
sceedings in H.M.S.*WISHART" during tie period t Jnno

043 while Senior Officer of the Escort of convoy x.s e 106
GIBRALTAR to ALEXANDRIA. - ;

4 Reports from other ships of the wort, '&0

ajority ot miob are no longer in oonptmy. have not yet bee
tq be forwarded in due course, necessary to a
S O‘EISHART'B' report. The latter has been a.tum up a8 f‘

Narrative and Remarks. & 4 _-
Apvendix A. !able showine composition of em

4 Bscort
Appendix B. copies of Signals affecting M

ye

ARRATIVE AND REMARKS
m

g ‘ The weather was fine throughout the

! anvoy ha.d no dairfficulty in keeping to the time~table '

EUROPA POLNT

ORAN Meeting Point

ALGIERS * .

BOUGIE " n
PHILLIPPEVILLE.Meeting Point
BONE R .
BIZERTA 8 o
TUNIS " I
SOUSSE " "
SRAX " "

TRIPOLI
ALEXANDRTA

Eu?y gx oreasin f‘*’ , 8 :
IS may be seen

1
'{l}g"%?groy va!.fj.ed.‘ between 59 and 11, tgb o l’

3 Tt was
ary Val at Alexardria 0600/3r
: ne 3%91‘ receiving tntg c@:znaep_
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- LR.P. on the WISHARM'S Tye 560
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33« SOUSSE, with ships formed in 4, 3 or SW 8

Gepvoy Stretched over a length of Several miles and this
mede the task of A.A. defence DY the escorts mere diffiey

The Convoy included two Tugs, the ORTANA ang Hg
|8£1ch were in company &s far as TRIPOLI. During the passag
A onwards they were eaployed towini causeway pontoons
nitherto had been towed DY L.S.T'S. third Tug th 3R]
employed on similar duties between SQUSSE and TRIPOLT but repo;
she could not maintain the speed of the Convoy so the Trawler g
fron SOUSSE was ordered to escort her independantly .  The oRyp
gseful work in towing the Trawler STELLA CARTNA when the latter hpaxe
down on 25th June. . ' -oE

-gort&- A

The composition of-the Bscort, which is showm
gimendix A, was always comparatively strong and ‘at one stageigt ¢
consisted of no less than twelve vessels including seven destroyers, |

10.. The changes in the ships formimg the Bscort were clearly
ipevitable but resulted in scme loss of efficiency of.the unit %@0

|
. o» ey
LR

whole.  For example there was always a steady improvement in the
ships worked together to breserve the best 'A/S front' after they had ,
been doing so for a day or two. O 1 & > %

j i A Only WISHART, VENBMOUS and STELLA CARINA were with the -
Convoy for the whole passage from GIBRALTAR to ALEXANDRIA. - 'The
destroyers fuelled at ALGIERS(where French.Naval passengers for:
mmmma were picked up), BONE(where provisions were swoplied) and

12. The Trawlers had the most difficunlty in maintaining the
speed of the Convoy taroughout the passage. - Theee in all, GA :
CORIOLANUS, 2nd, for 2 short time STELLA CARTNA, broke down and,¢
every effort, had to £all -out. On one occasion, after the OLIG

had been torpedoed, I found-it necessary to ask the Commod
the speed of the Convoy(by 1 knot for 2 hours) to enable t
to resgain thexe screening positions. -

2. : | . D - +a which
13. .. The WISHART and VENEMOUS developed engine defects Wi
are now being made good. ’ M

7 Mr Mttacks.

Hiorsr, ap B St e o vies v
on ne Wi
Channel rounding BON. g acg 2 T
15. The day attecks, which began in a positiﬁ
of Cape BON and lasted from 1655 to 1745, were deliver
Tigater bomvers dropying single bonbs of estinated Si%

Bl )

16. : The number of attackers has been variot
betieen 12"and 24, znd 1% wos difficult to make an ace
because the number of friendly fighters in sight | L
the attacks progressed. I made 2 VHELP! signal when U
g_xeny appezred because at the time none of our fighters !

the WISHART A proportion of friendly aireraft

* OM&M i:vow\l 28U30 B

LY
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(17 A S0 were sStationed OWS 1= 1]
- sl WI prts ztioned as foll 3

g ~ WISHART ahead, LAMBRTON, WHEATLAND, BROCKLESBY e |
‘spread down the-_length of the Convoy on the Port side, =
0AKLEY, US, STELLA CARINA and WILTOX in corresponding positions
opn the Starpoard side. = Ships adjusted their distance from the
Convoy as necessary to keep within the Channel.

18. . - The first attacks Vere made down .sun on rear of the
f,., and on BROCKLESBY, who shot down one aircraft (ggturine the
pilot) and saw another destroyed by fighters.  Thereafter aircraft .
PSRRI roleased Thelt boshs by o cecrion g1 (B0, At attacked the
HTSHAR ow glide at an angle o out
110 degrees, height 1000 feet. : , ~

19. % The enemy scored no hits. Damage from near misses
was negligable, the worst being two L.S.T's(Nos. and 65) who
became out of control with defective steering gear but who speedily
remedled the defects and regained station. 3

o _The fighter directing ship LAMERTON revorted that
bamunications with the Allied Fiehters failed due to the volune of

rf’u between pilots. Later with British pilots communications
were satisfactory. ‘ / ;

2R Before and after the day attacks, three destroyers
/%ne at a time) were engaged in embarking personnel from L.S.T's
1or onward vassage to TRIPOLI. Seeing the latter part of this
evolution may have made the enemy think that he had achieved sone
Success with his bombs.

ey 10 " At 2110, shortly before the deginnineg of the dusk ,

and night attacks (when in vosition 36° 43! ¥ 11° 05* Bast) an unusual
dneident .occurred.  The OANITY depth charged a contact~which must
nave been that of 2 sunkedheck - with Such accuracy that larie
Quantities of oil and debris came to the surface, ieniting as it did

80, As the blaze increased it looked exactly like a buraing
Truck to Waterline and onlx those shins closest to it(including
STELLA CARINA whom T ordered to stand gjv) saw what had really et s
gabbened. - The TANGO, passing by later, also thought it was a _ b
Atning ship (vide her signal 270045)

g This fire probably gave some aid.to the enemy aircraft
it (dore heard reporting the position of the convoy with reference to
st\one Gernan, acoording 10 wﬁxmm descrived it optimistically as
urning Aircraft Carrier). 3

. . The dusk and night attacks lasted from about 2115 to ©
4 Were preceded by the dropping of flares on the Dark side.
ter seemed of agoor 4811:3.111:3:, end cannot have helped The enemy
g~ s?&t Was. m - s : ; et 4 2 a8 -
 Resorts had been ordered to make white suoke Just

rst attasiers cage in and later were told to nake fumel
SU_attacke . "aid not 1ok very impressive
PRIk A e :
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the eneny-Scored not a.
ﬂ. m 5 ﬂ
re was put up by escorts ' S
& umas::ﬁ%femy-dmr&ﬂ shot down by sh AN Ti e
o4 resorted what may have deen the burning wreckage of anotn
| mole warning of doth the day and the night a
?ﬁiained tirstl‘;p intercention of the shore Red
the Hunt cl

¢ L

ass destroyers, OAKLEY, LAMERTON, WHEATLAN :f?ﬁvj
o were using H he. GOy HOCIR
29 The last named ship was of the opinion that the °°'"0¥ :

1‘,’.?%” Isgiago:gtd c<yms1der this 1ikely in view of the good vmihgifg:“&g

aircraft about. The BROCKLESBY repo 3
323133"0331” agtl%ﬁ but h:;rn search proved fruitless. e msi&hung a -

¢ At ‘2340 Shivs of ‘the convoy opened fire on a fon
zlnngton aireraft passing directly overhead. It had nb%mm of

5:"-‘. »

possible to warn them of this possibility (the escorts xnen.} ~ i
t+ firing of recognition cartridges by the aircraft only srameas
gtr?.:lm; hotterggunﬁre from the merchant ships. | i mdnoed

3l hite smoke was made in anticivation- of
3t dzwn on 27th June but no attack materéalised.

A

82.  Submarine AttackSy #83
Asdics conditions were not good at.zny.Stege of the

passegdg and non-sub echoes were particularly prevalent fron TRIPOLY

onwards. o e ;..’.:Q. ]

33. The Tanker OLIGARCH was torvedoed at 0003 0n 1t d
vosition 32° 57'N 21° 10*E. At the tine the escorts were s
WISHART in position A, CONVOLVUS in G, BXMOOR in D, BRAURORT:
BREAM in G, VRIRMOUS in M, PRISTRION in- N, KAWARIS in P
CARTNA in Q, all at distances of %000 yards, ZIg-Zaggén K
nositions by small amounts as necessary to present the pestt
The arrancement of the escorts had been dictated by mutual A/s
interference and also by consideration of A.A. defence at dusk
convoy was not Zig-zagging on this night which was moonless. .
34. As events transpired it would have been advantageous,
with reference to para 9 of MWSGO 41, if a fast escort had been dn . =
Dosition S, though the Trawlers are believed to have been asternof
their correct stations. , o Do/

€4 :
3. ~ Wmen OLIGARCH, who was second ship in the Port column WS
Struck she made a white rocket signal, but theigoise of the TOracucks -
Sounled very much 1ike 2 pattern of depth charges as did also 4
stgrmf of explosions a few minutes later which may well.have
im oes self-destroying at the end of their run. Nevertheless W&
Six Xear escorts were ordered at 0006 to carcy out operation 'Hell —
Rgspberm (without starshell)! and the BRAURQRT was ordered to.teéke
gharge of the segrch. Unfortunately.the R/T signals took several
minutes to clear(the last R was received at 0016): this was most = . ¢
unsatistactory and I consider it was due to the fact that there hat
Rt st el kel ot o R
transaission of the order. TR NS i £ di

v




® = It is considered that eitier the subparine u
as
reen throughout or that, aided by the slowmess of escogggs:gsins

Wk, it was able to get away astemy

71 i No report on tie operation Helf-raspberry h

eceived from BEAUFORT vwho subsequently proceeded onrg.n i‘ﬁalg'énﬁgg%
parch(vide her signal 010320C) but the other five escorts szw no

jens of distress in the OLIGARCH when they passed her. She was still
pder way and zppeared merely as a straggler trying to cateh up. The
pmnodore afterwards stated thet he saw the correct red licht signal

of 2 din nature) showing in the OLIGARCH but this was not seen by zn
geort who passed as close as 3 cables to her(see 21so Apvendix B). The
mgsds;%ted that the OLIGARCH Degan flashing 2 siegnal to ner then
anuile . ‘ |

8. So, after completing their hunt- in which only one shin
ie EXMOOR dropped a pattern on a contact subsequently olassified %‘s’
on~-Sub -~ the escorts, with the exception of the BRAUFORT, regained
jielr stations and nede o reports of any casualty. An important
psson from thds is that torpedceld shivs must sho/ 2 red 1isht of
pfficient brilliance.

:: : At daybreak the absence of the valuable OLIGARCH was
pparent for the first time and all shins were ordered to report what
iey had seen during the night. I had already originated 2 signal
eporting the loss when the welcome news was received from the JUMNA,
Jdiogwith the. HYACDNTH and PRINCESS KATHLEEN had been following upto
joft: the convoy from astern, that the missing ship was now maiing her
i way to TOBRUK escorted Dy the HYACTHTH. = My original sienal was
opped and a2 situation revort, giving the true position of tie
orpedoing, was sent instead,

)|

General.
0. The scale of air co{rer pro;rided was most satisf:ctorye

. The Convoy, under Commander MACKELLAR, RNR 2s Commodore,
fas well discinlined and manoeuvred. - .

T have the Honour to be; Sir,
Your obedient Ser{rant

Pl

COMMANDER R.N.

Sl SASE



g I have the honour to submit the :
r% o‘tvf?Proe‘e.emggs’ from lst.July tom%nd.gg:l; 19

At0005C/1st.July, Oligarch No.Z2 in (
.X.5 was torpedoed in positiqn 55854' ﬁ, 21 l:é?i.

3. Escorts were ordered to carry out opera
Half Raspberry' and subsequently Beas.u.t’oz:-:':y was or rg'
search for the submarine, as no contact had been made.
-mile sguare-search was made around the position of two
~rafts, which had been blown off the tanker by the explosion
but no contact was obtained. This square was repeated on
4-mile sides, but again no contact was obtained. ' '1

- to seaward, as this was the most likely course of escape

~ for the submarine, and & maen course was set to 3400 Zigzag

6 and speed 16 knots. T -

; ' At 0315-2/c¢ to 070° Continued zizzag. Request to
S.N.0.C. for 2ir assistance znd codeword. 0103

At 0215 it was declded to carry out a search

At 0415 -a/c to 160° Continued zigzag.
At 0515 -a/c/ to 250° n .
At 0630 passgd position of rafts and continued on
course 250 Continued zigzag. A
At 0780- 2/c to 3409 " s
0830- a/c to 070 n Joined by &

Baltimore, who was ordered to act in
accordancg with L.C.A.0.'s.
gggg- afc :o gggo COntinged zigzag.
- a/ec to
1180~ a/c to 160,
1230- a/c to 070,
1338- a/c to 340
1430~ a/c to 250°
1530~ a/c to 2953
1630~ a/c¢ to 070

~ 1730- a/c to 160° n -3
gt - ,ﬁez de%ision to rendezvous with Vetch at

1Chop' was made, since it would be almost
: .d'alrkpat the timc’e, a:dlit was essential tc
by t agrnrately, B
” ﬁ"t*‘%oe%gogc&ntinueu zigzag. -;' o
- a/c to 102 "

sighted H.M.S. Vetch. 5= o B
a/g to 3000 Vetch stationed 1% miles on
Port becm, speed of advance- nign;__o S
270 &
to 098°. Increased
28C to Comnender

refer




