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HEFORT O DAMAGE TO H.M.S. “HECIA® BY UNDERWATER EXPLOSION AND
T e S Bt g
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. s v-'q—):' A A :'.'- l e 5‘ :' > R H ': i‘y:' i; . .;‘.E'f ; H‘t"j it :
“Ire o Teport that H.Me Ship under my ccemend suffored

<orious dsmago and surtained a largs mmber of casusltics by uslerwator
explosion on 16th May 1942, the oircumstances being as follows. :
*." - A .’2"1 l'..-> - : S - .

2a Havl.ng'oalp oted & refit at Mosers. John Brown & Co., Clydebank,
and cmbarked mmeroys personnol end stores for Far Bastern bases, I joined-
Convoy ¥,5,18 and left the Clyde on 15th April 1942, to Join the Bastern
PR A N e v |
-3, " fhe comvoy procseded without incident to Frootown whore it
arrived on 29th April and, after rofuelling, sailed to the southward on 3rd
uy. P s 0] = . -

=‘.m$?'o’omy wos 'gi'gcnisod in six columns, the port throee colummns being

~ destined for. Capetown and the starboard three columms for Durbane

“Wnilet at sea, T Teboived orders from the Admiralty to. procood with
" the Durbay portion’of the convoy and thereaftor as instructed by the
Commander-in-Chief, Eastern Floot. |
"4 As the oconvoy was due to split at 0300 on 15th May, certain
dispositions wore made before dark on 14th May., The Vice-Commodore-of the
convoy in "Duchess of Bodford", who was astern of mo, moved up end took my
plece as Jgador of the second column from sterboard, whilst I moved across

Durban portion increased speed to 14 Imots, course 136%, -

During the forenocon of 15th May, the Vice-Commodore, now in charge,
formed’ o fourth column with the rear ships end the convoy then consisted of -
four colusmms with throe ships in each. aet

.

' gl The oomym Fouted to Durban through positionsi-

1 (0)' 34 00t 8- (P) 36° 00' 8

s Sy RO A0 R . 19%°46' E

B0 Q) e 120 g b3 (r) 34° 531 8

e R - R
CeNwer ] e ;

'6_.'=D!;r1nsthotérmotmaay,18thlhy.ﬂws d of the convoy
was adjuste to allow stragglers to come wp, and et 1200 (Z = 2) speed was
ws,e*z:l&‘lmot-. A e S ‘ ’

- ;.?'41:"143@.(2 = 2) 4in position 35° 56'S, 19° 30' B, course was altered to
m:?\(topcu through positions (P) end Q).
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e ! ("HoolaTs" ¥o,0190 deted 17%h May 1942) P‘aqez,
NARRAT . A
m. . : i s .?{
: (AI1 times Z - 2, all courses true) . . :37_¥

7« The ship's company were orgenised in three oruising w.tchzs_‘
. which Included A and Y 4,5" guns! crews, three Oarliken crews , one. < 4
v . pom=pom orew, fore director end T.8. crew, submarine, a.nti-airora.tt_.’.ﬁ
’*: and masthead! look-outs closed up and the plotting officer and R.D.F. i
i rating koopi{:g ‘the ﬁot, in the chart-house. L : y ‘
S I . e o mE Sag e e e a R TIn g " .
: ¢/ 7 Bs At"1555 on 15th May, the ﬁfd’- Watch were piped to close up to,
. ) relieve the Blue and, et 1659, whilst the watches wore changing over,
.. @ heavy explosion shook the ship, b 8
/ Very shortly before, I had left the bridge and was . standing 9"%
signal deck just below it, soanning the convoy on the port sids, . -7
*;.~ - Iran up the bridge ladder end, looking aft, saw clouds. of amoke .|
> l and fumes issuing from the welldeck. The Officer-of-the-Watch, = .
“ - Lieutenant -Commander (3B, Herbert-dJones, RyHeR,, informed moc that he
‘\_ thought the ship had struck e mine, Yok

. .e
s

-

,/ . The ship's company were immediately ordered to action stations,
- POSITION, -~ ‘ : : .

r
‘v‘

9. The ship's position at 1600 was 36° 02,5' 8, 19° 52,5' E.,
approximately 72 miles south of Cape Agulhas, about 3.5 miles inside
the western limit of the Agulhas bank,, in a depth* of about 85 fatlmsi
(see the attached tracing from a portion of Chart 2095, in original only

ACTION, : : '

.

‘ .... _
el it i o ad BTy Aesw b wut 1B

10. I'gave orders: for the appropriate sound signal to be. made,
fleg signal to berhoisted and the Senior Officer Escort in "Gembia® to
be informed by W/T, but it was immediately epparent that the fo=oce.of
the explosion had severed all steam end high power electrical v
connoctions with the fore part of the ship., The gyro compass wont off!
tho board, thb-steering gear broke down due to the telemotor piping 3
being severed and the engine~room telegraphs were out of action,

S S i S | - ———

P

. : - Jaw U 4. v 8l Ja . i

z 1l.  Fortunately, the wheel'must have boen nearly amidships and as

. . ‘the wind and sea were on the starboard beem, the ship sheerod out of the

j line to starboard whilst-hand-steering errangements were mede and ¥

_ telephone cammunication with the engine-room established, - . v 1
./{' Meanwhile tho ship remained on an even keel but took a trim of

about eight foet by the head, ...
Preliminary reports by Commander J.R. D'0yly, ReH., and the

Engineer Officer, Commander(E) O. Gerard, R,N., rovealed that the ship |

had been severely damaged below the wator line and that a large portion!

" of the midships section was flooded, three or four thousand tons of- ¢

~.-pater being estimated to have entered the ship, : : 3

o N y

12, ‘Damage control, fire and first aid parties were promptly et
.work and every effort was made to remove and attond 6 casualties aud
“%*o ‘shore up adjacent compartments, - /Y 3

: . : ’ li‘ Subcoquonﬁ o . .:



‘ﬁéﬁ(ﬂﬂ' OF DAMAGE TO H.M.S. 'MA" BY ummm'm MION AXD
: CASUALTIES TO FERSONREL.

-------------- -----------

T . .
3 . ‘.. . . . . .

oalpo.rbentl wore oonplotoly floodedi- = - : i

" ey 82 < 103 ‘l‘orpodo Bpaoo (Hold) -
-.,-..equos Torpedo Store (Lower Deck)
© 12108 = 121 - Heavy Machine Shop (Bold) -

£ty

521032 121 (Flato Shop snd:Suithery (Lower n,ok)

'mwnm.m«wmrmmumwmnodm
'mdoonldmtboronﬂmdntorughtorhoptmph«bymm 50
the Lower Seemen's Meps deck (82 - 103) middle deck had to be

bay mmwmckamammmnoptntorushtbm
82,108 suﬁom. : TR 47

s:f:l;‘” It was moroportodtouﬂm“m&lmb.dbomkinodmda
‘large.

mumber mmd

‘4 5. Moanwhile, the contoy was proceeding on its course out of sight and,

: “*1 had no electrioc I had same difficulty in communicating with the
Mor Officer Escort ania" but eventually succeeded, when he

.rdhxmod to my assistance end I roquostod him to lead me off the Bank and

-

G, . '
'E-iih.;'-"-'?.- :
: 16, The woather at the time was:-
Sy S Weather = b -, - .- :
! ind - South; Force 4 to 5. '
ke Soa - Slight, 5 to 4.
s Bwoll - Southerly, 4 (Long and low).
L Barameter -~ Steady at 1026 m.b,
{ 16, About 2100, the Engineer Officer reported to me that the ship
! mmldngbadlyandth&t hothoughthorbwkw brolcen, and speed was
i reduced to 10 knots, 5 .
‘ a Ve
SgRe. L o' d4ffioulty was apedmod keeping station astern of “"Gembia",

i tho night passed without inoident, the weather fortunately moderating
= a]ightly, and, at 0802 on 16th Iay, I o.rrivod a.nn anchored off Shonswun

w{

‘I

mussm. . -

~ “ndag, Dogmuin(, was switched on.at the time. At 1430 on 15th May,
m course was altered to 111°, the D.G¢ coils were reset as follows:-

: e iy
TV Sy A F - 308-
g Q - 212
AT 2itxa0y

the necessary edjustments for change of lo.titudo. eto., having bedn made
“sinoe the ship went over the range at Greemock on 13th April 1942,

i ("Hoola's" No. 0190 datod 17th May 1942) Page 3

&3 2
1'8.,‘ "'subsoqmnt reports from the seme orricers rma.l.od that the \
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MDA G0 AV SADULINEL .

(-ueow"' No, 0190 da.tod 17th May 1942)

MEDICAL .~ CAS'UALTIES

y : i
19, A- list of casualties has alroa.dy been forwarded to tho ander
AD-ChIe Bouth Atlantio (see 3y Hoo 31/1 dated 16th May 1942). %

xilled - 21 . :

: G ~. Migging - - '3 ; : TR
D Y : - Indln‘Od - 116 - :
8<no of the ned woré 6 only recovered efter the ship had docked, 1

="/ The ul-go mmber of casualties is accownted for by the explosion

ocourring below tho lower and niddlo moss debks at the ﬁ.no that the zen

mro ha.v:lng tea.

The majority of the oumltioa uro -nuickly rocouod from the mu;&s

¢ by Stoker!s; fire and rescus squads led by officers. & large mmber of men
+ - who''oould not get up through the hatches wpre rescued through the shipfs

side-scubtles with ropes and hauled on deck, About 160 men were roqoped

. in this mammer from both sides of the ship. ‘The absence of prinary

- : lighting, the thick smoke,fumes and oil-fuel on the mess decks made

work very difficult/end numerous cases of individual heroism were obsetved

7~~~ The'dead included three cases of fractured skulls:end five who

rapidly due to blast; the remainder died more slowlyfrantho sems- cayse
The injured in 90 per cent. of the ceses were rendered unconscious by

blast for periods of fram a few minutes to several hours. . There was'y

marked absence of fractures, burns and surgical cases. )

. Although the sick bay accommodation is emple for this clags -or' ship
it was hopelessly inadequate for this large number of casualties, and the
bakery, church, wardroom mess and wardroom ante-room were utilisod as -
dressing stations.

* COMPLEMENT . = : .
ki, Y T T

; éo. The oomplemezrb at the time, inolud.i.nz; officers and men teking
P““soo was =

Officers- 47
Moen . ~. 934
', ~ ——
Total - 98l

COHIEHD&TIO)B‘.

" 21,  Although it was quickly obvious that the ship hed been very baJ(y

damaged and that the between decks over a large area were in an indescribable

- state, there was a complete absence of panic and poor morale, ‘and the

goneral behaviour of the officers and ship's company was beyond all praise
end.in keoping with the very high opinion I had formed of them in the -
short time I have been in command of this very happy ship.(see Appendix]'.)

. for detajled commendations).

" 2240 m.hdp-wm:—oﬂ‘fﬁmmtm until 1730 or 16th
May, when I weighed and proceeded into the basin, :

Whilst the ship was at anchor, the Engineer Officer was successful
mrmingaateanpipothmughaﬂoododompaﬁnontmdoxbmporiamg
steam on the capstan,

At 1900, I entered the dry dook

-
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nxpomr OF DAMAGE TO H.l.S. "HECLA" BY UNDERWATER EXPLOSION AlD
: CASUALTIES TO.PERSONNEL. :
("Kooh'p No. 0190 dated 17th Uay 1942) Pago-5

DAHME.

23, wm'donottho chipindrydookromlathatﬂwfouoﬁns
dmgohaaboon M:-

" . “Outér end imer bottam, imludingbol, torn eway from
0 to 105 Stetions, over a digtance of approximately 100 feet
all decks below the armoured deck (Middle deck) torn away
this area. The damage extends right ecross the ship from
imer longitudinal bulkheads on either side, but is more
m;vo on the starboard side.

: *  All machinery in the Heavy Machine Shop has either \
gone through the bottom or has been badly damaged. The
Phd:o Shop and Smithery machinery is probably repairable,
together with.the 83" lathe and shaping machine in the Hoavy
Machine Bhop. - :

concmsmgvs.

gsgw;

24, The damage was probably caused by & mine or mines. It is so
extensive that it is doubtful if any single mine could have caused it,
although 'only one explosion was felt,and it is possible that the ahip

struck & double mine.
Paravanes.- Partmmmtmdatthetmouitm

assumod that the convoy had been safely routed to Durban. 1
Morale.e As previously stated, the morale of the offioors and ship's l
oonpmmm@iﬁoantnm,mthomwo,mum@uem. i

4
\ I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

CAPTAIN

)




REFOuT QF DAMAGE TC H.M,.S. "HECLA" BY UND&icwarSil EXPLOSION AND
CASUALTIES TO PERSONNEL.
('n.ou'.' No. 0190 deted 17th May 1942)

. .l
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A.PPEHD]X APPEIDIX T,
s nmm LIST. OF COMMENDAT TONS.

. ‘._.. g «

LR G

; o I.. : 9 -.-'"' o £ e

: 'J”Idoalrptooanhmdﬂ\ofonodngofﬁoemmdmﬁn@for y
ecmaplo, :devotion to duty and coursge; with' complete disregard for their owm
_.safety, in-entering flooded, dsmaged énd smoke-illed campertments,
md.!.reoﬁmg papd.tvwork and 8oo.rch$.ng for and: rolou.tng ‘unconscious and

m‘od..nom- 2"

Aotj.ng Cammander JuRe D'ley. RoNo -

Aoting Coammander (E) 0.7 Gerard R.l!.

This officer, by'his intimate Inowledge of, interest in and
do'mtion to the ship, in witich he has served since the keel was laid,
was primarily roéponsiblo for. aaﬂ.ng her and I cannot speak too highly

<% 1 of h:!n. g :

- Lidutenant Ccmindor (B) HoW, Find:l.ay, RGN,
This officér most ably supported his chief and was untiring
: ‘1n hic~oftorts to save tho sh:i.p, mver leaving the damaged aroa.

‘Mr. FW, Barton, G\mner, R, N,
> This officer's béhaviour was outstanding and his bravery
oxcoptiondls On many océasions he went over the ship's side to AT
essiat ment out of the acuttloa and risked his life on their behalf.

Mr, W, FMS Eddy, WArra.n‘b ShiMith RN,
L This officer "took the lead in dangerous shoring operations
and by his knowledge, skill end porsonal bravery was, with Commander (E)
0. Gerard, RN, instrumerital in savirg the ship, -

. Temporary-Sub-dieubenarit. GoHoGe Cox, R.N.V.R.
Ialpor&ry Sub-Lieutenant G,S, xnfg.ht, RJN.V.R,
-, Temporary. Sub-Lieutenant D.R.0. Jones, R.N.V.R.
Aoﬂng Temporary Sub-Lieutensnt B, Spencer, R.N.V.R.
. 3 These young otﬁoora. dthon&h confronted with en dming v f
bt 3 sitmtion end without ‘any previous experience, showed outstending = |
Mﬂttiva and behaved vi.th the greatest pluck, -

ltr. R.L. Kirby, Warrant Engineer, RN,

¥r. J.Gs Farrow, Warrant Engineer, R.N.
Theso outstending officers were of the greatest assistance to
the!.r chief and worked untiringly throughout the night to save the ship,

Mre -He Edmunds, Warrant Electrician, R.N,
. Mre L.H, Farr, Warrant Ordnance Officer, R,N,
= These officers, by their intimate technical kmwlodgo dmtion
and courage, were htn.luo.blo in mmerous ways.
Aoting ‘rcnporary Surgeon Lieutmnt Ccmndor Cede W, Kitcat, R.H,V.R.
Temporary Surgeon Lieutenant S.L. Hetherington, R.N.V.R.
These officers worked unceasingly for twelve hours without a
- break and their nmagnificent efforts were responsible for saving many lives
. and alleviating much snrforinc.

-
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REFOut OF DAMAGH TC M.M.S. "HECIA" BY UNDaiarER EXPLOSION AND
- CASUALTIES TO PERSONNEL.
("Heola's" No. 0190 deted 17th May 1942)

-W":” ----- .‘{' -.--f ----------------- G--';:m“—
| APPEIDIX I.
< 'DETAILED' LYST OF COMMENDATIONS.

R RN

ey e . Y
o)

'('_ ) . -

A Z'(."j'I'doalr'p"bo comhend “o»folloiiﬁg.pfﬁoors and retings for :

- exemplo, - devotion to duty and courasge; with oanglote disregard for their own

. .safety, in-entering flooded, damaged &nd smoke-rilled campartments,

" “direoting repeifwork and searching for and: rescuing unconscious and
mt- 3 R : j

" Aoting Commander Ju.Re D'Oyly, ReN.

Lk
Aoting Coammender (E) 0.° Gorard, R.N,

: This officer, by‘his intimate knowledge of, interest in and
devotion to the ship, in which he has served since the keel was laid,
wes. primarily responsible for saving her and I cannot cpeak too highly

S oPalimit peh vutpiamd s bioG yeiak fris Aia |
1 Lidutenant Commindor (E) HeW, Findlay, R.N. ,
4 This officér most ably supported his chief and was untiring
- /An his-efforts to save the ship, never leaving the dameged erees.

~'Mr. FJW, Barton, Gummer, R,N, A ‘

= This officer's béhaviour 'was outstanding end his bravery
oxceptiondl, On many océasions he went over the ship's side to ok
essiat men out 6f the scuttles and risked his life on their behalf.

Mr, T,F M Eddy, Warrdnt Shipuriqht’:, RN,
' This officer "took the lead in dangerous shoring operations
and by his knowledge, skill end personal bravery was, with Commander (E)
O. Gerard, KoN., instrumerital in savirg the ship, - '

Twww. G.H.G. w, R.H.V.R.
qum Sub~Lieutenant G.S, In.fght, R.N.V.R.
-, Temporary. Sub-Lieutenant D.R.0. Jones, R.N.V.R.
‘Aoting Temporary Sub-Lieutensnt B, Spencer, R.N.V.R.
. . These young dfficers, elthough oonfronted witk en alaming - *
, . Gituation end without ‘any previous experience, showsd outstanding :
initiative and behaved with the greatest pluck. : ~A

Mr, R.L. Kirby, Warrent Engineer, RN,
¥r, J.Ge F\n\av. Warrant m’r. R.N. ? .
- These outstanding officers were of the groatest assistance to
their chief and worked untiringly throughout the night to save the ship,

¥r. He Edmunds, Warrant Electrician, RN, d
: Mre L.H, Farr, Warrant Orénance Offiger, R,N. P
hd These officers, by their intimate technical knowledge, devotion
and courage, were invaluable in MmMOrous ways. :
Aoting Temporary Surgeon Lieutenant Commander C.de W. Xitcat, R.H,V.B.
Temporery Surgeon Lieutenant S.L. Hetherington, R.N.V.R.
oy These officers worked unceasingly for twelve hours without a
.~ break and their magnificent efforts wore responsible for saving many lives
. eand alleviating much suffering, -

-
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» 'REPORT OF DAMAGE 70 H.M.S, "HECLA" BY UNDERWATER EXPLOSTON &%

RATINGS.

P R Y

CASUALTIES 70 PERSONNEL.

| | b
("Heolats" No. 0190 dated 17th May 1942) : \

s R st She = R e "'""“i’.',-;f;
APPENDIX 1. (Continuod) e+ e e

Dmnh) LIST OF COMERDATTONS, ~ " = " =~ = 4

. 2 .’
73

Tanporaﬁ Acting Petty officor Wede Triggs, D/JX,138571

| Tamporady Aoting Petty -Officer H.P. Holcambe, D/J.108244 . .-
 Chief Stoker R. Webber, D/K,57075 ‘

4
<

i BEngine Room Arbj.ticer 1st class E,C, Hj.ngetgn, D/ll.18951 »\%3

TLeading Stewdrd' J, . p;’u,zrrsl i A

B 215

“Able’Seeman’ ReJ." Harris; D/IX.188005" (“Two’ Tom Taiy®)' | ¢

*." . ‘These ratings ‘showed’ outstanfing brevery,. oonple{;b uiwz;nd
of"ghnir “own” sefety; " untiring energy ‘with repeir” o.nd roscu& aqs
1‘1r8'b eid throughout the night. '

Chief Potty OfficerH,‘McDonald,*D/J.77519" -~ - --"g;;;-

_ Potty Officer F, Ching, D/J.109869 . SR S

C'hief Stoker WeH.Ce Kelly, D/K.57969. WTE g R

- ‘Chief Btoker F.A. Sleeman, D/K.64884 8

- Chief Engine Room Artificer T,.J.C. Opie, D/IL2§900 A
Chief ‘Engine Room Artificer D.P Landells; ;‘u;z594s ;

Temporery Acting Chief Engine Roas Artificer S, M1fords n/&u;.’
“Engine Room Artificer 4th class J.L. Dodds, D

/MK P80 Sz i -
Stoker Petty Officer Ji Leech, D/K.21281 . CMM)"' ;

“ . Stoker Petty Cfficer T.W. Bryan, D/KX,77518

with comple

%

‘Temporary Aoting Stoker Petty Officer J.R. Forsuason, n/xx.e'lm
Temporary Acting Stoker Potty Officer J, Hill, D/{X,80400 ._";-
lhator-a.t-\m JoCoH, Hatber, DAL 39787 .°°° "~ : oy

Potty Officer JoJoW. Williems, Tﬁ&.540§23;'.. ;
xoguutm Potty Officer J.R. Buckinghem, D/MX.63547 .
Regilating Petty Officer P.A. Cudd, D /s:x.'maz

Aoting Shipwright 4th class H,A, Langmead, /hx.saess 5

Stoker O.He Ha D/KX,77491 °.° °
" Able* ‘Seeman: F. Treloar, D/J.69901 ° ' > !
‘Stoker-1st dlass J. Poroy, D/K.59670 : e

. y A Lo

Stoker st'class W. Newitt, D/KX.94360 Nogi
Stoker 1lst class A, Chapman, /lOC,lOS&&? S
Stoker 1st tlmss'W. Secott, D/AKX.go781F 4“7 7 7 -
Stoker Ist class §,P, Collard, D/KX.111999

‘Stokor dst class UMW, G, Puloaton, D
Stoker lst class N, Shields, D

te disregard for their own safety in ropair and rescue work

/KX, 104143 . 1
)/¥X,120781 a3 “
StoLor 1st’ class J.1, l{eo.l‘ey, D/¥X,110276

4 /"}-:
The' above. mtd.na. shomed. great. courage end devotion 'bo duty: ;

!
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